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SUNDAY feature

 The Haven is a fully integrated tourism based, mixed used development,
with a focus on creating an economic driver for the further development of

Nausori and surrounding areas and to return investors
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Rugby winger makes his mark

By SANDRA AH SAM

man has made his
A name not onl y in
rugb y but in a major

project w hic h is soon to be
constructed in F iji after

many years of tough
challen ges faced al ong the
way.

29-year-old  Ser emaia
Bai has made a name f or
him self in rugb y and has
also been a ppointed b y the
Ex ecuti ve Development
Pr oper ties Limited as the
k ey ad visor and
ambassador of all issues on
health and fitness on the
futur e development of the
Haven Comm unity .

“T he Haven is a full y
inte grated tourism based,
mix ed used development,
with a f ocus on cr eatin g an
economic dri ver for the
fur ther de velopment of
Nausori and sur roundin g
areas and to r eturn
in vestor s,” said Mr Bai

EDP Client Services
Mana ger Tui Sauk uru said
foll owin g Mr Bai’ s visit to
the Haven to sign a
contr act to buy and build a
new home ther e, the
relationship de veloped and
grew overtime .

“T he EDP has
recognized an oppor tunity
to pr ovide him with

oppor tunities  f or his
career post pr ofessional
rugb y and to g ain m utual
advanta ge of his

backgr ound and e xperience
as a world class
professional a thlete . We
are very pr oud to ha ve him
as a k ey pla yer in our team
also,” Mr Sauk uru said.

“EDP has a ppointed Mr
Bai as the k ey ad visor and
ambassador of all issues on
health and fitness f or the
futur e comm unity
inc ludin g the final design
oper ations and services
provided to ensur e the
residential and a tourisms
facility in the Ha ven
provides the best possib le
world class standard
oppor tunities f or the
comm unity to be healthy
and fit,” he said

Mr Sauk uru said they
would en gage Mr Bai to
promote and ad vertise
Haven as a world’s best
envir onment f or healthy

livin g.
“T he haven residents
would ha ve access to

compr ehensi ve fitness and
comm unity center s. Mr
Bai has secur ed the fir st
right of refusal to oper ate
the Ha ven’s gated
comm unity and the Health
and Fitness Centr e in the
Haven's Retail Comple x,”
he said.

EDP would ha ve the
rights jointl y to de velop
even projects suc h as a
Haven or EDP sponsor ed
Ser emaia Bai se vens team,
playin g national, r egional
and or inter national

competitonandaHa  venor
EDP sponsor ed fifteens
teamand R ugby Club .

Mr Bai said after
contr actin g to buy a new
home for his | ong ter m
famil y needs and f or w hen
his rugb y car eer finished,
durin g his con versations
with EDP e xecuti ves, the
mor e they f ound out a bout
the HA VEN Pr oject, the
mor e excited they became

“My wif e and | had been
plannin g for a car eer post
rugb y, whic h is al ways a
challen ge for pr ofessional
spor ts people and thr ough
conver sations with EDP  , we
have realized w e could find
it all thr ough an

oppor tunity with EDP " Mr
Bai said.

“We have noted the
constant gr owth of
Nausori, the openin g of the
bridg e, the soon to be

exp anded Suv a Air por tand
the pendin g completion of
the Kin g's Highw ay; all

these factor s will
acceler ate the Ha ven
Pr oject.

“T he Haven is the right
project f or the futur e in
this ar ea. One option w e
had consider ed was a world
class gym and fitness
centr e in Fiji with an
attac hed spor ts stor e. This
is now a real possibility
and w e are very excited to
be involved, and to ha ve
this oppor tunity ,” Mr Bai
said.

Mr Bai w as born and
raised in Nadali, Nausori
and is pr oud of what he has
achie ved in lif e so far.

Originall y fr om Suw eni
vila ge in  Cakadr ove,
Vanua Le vu Mr Bai said
havin gafamil yandr aisin g
thr ee beautiful ¢ hildr en
was the best thin g he has
ever e xperienced.

“My strug gling life
star ted w hen | w as youn g.
But w ho | am toda vy is the
hard work of a single
mother w ho br ought me up
alone. My m um had faced
so many strug gles in lif e
just to put me thr ough
educa tion and she did it all
on her o wn.

“My dad left me and my
mother w hen | w as very
youn g. The fir st and onl y
time | met my fa ther w as
when | w as in c lass six, but
by the time | met him he
alr eady had a famil y of his
own. He is mar ried a gain
with fi ve childr en,” said Mr
Bai. Mr Bai a ttended
Nausori District Sc hool
fr om c lass one to eight and
then a ttended Lelean
Memorial Secondar y
School w her e he completed
for m thr ee and f our.

He then left sc  hool after
form four and w entto li ve
in the villa ge for thr ee
years where he played
rugb y for the Ca kaudr ove
Senior team in the big
division.

He found the distance
fr om his villa ge whic h was
near La basa Town to
Savusavu a big hassle
because he had to tr avel to
Savusavu every week to
play for the Ca kaudr ove
Senior team.

“It w as too | ong, too far
and too e xpensi ve for me to
tr avel so l decidedtoli vein
Macua ta T own. T his is
wher e | became in volv ed in
playin g for the Macua ta
Rugby team. After
spendin g some time ther e |
left and came bac k home to
Nadali in Nausori to be
with my famil  y.

Mr Bai decided to join
the Under 19 rugb y team
from Lelean Memorial
School when he was
approached by the p astor
and some of the students
fr om the sc hool.

“The boys who were
playin g rugb y at tha t time
were all my sc hool ma tes,
and they w ere still in
school fr om the time | left
till 1 g ot bac k. | joined
them and tr ained e very
after noon after sc hool.

“While | w as tr ainin g
with the Under 19 team |
alsotr ainedf or the Taile wvu
team. When | r eached the
age of 21 years old, |
mar ried my s weet hear t
fr om primar y school tha t|
have thr ee beautiful
childr en with,” said Mr
Bai.

Mr Bai then star ted

playin g for the F iji T eam.
He said he pla yed for
various c¢ lubs al ong the
way until he r eceived a
contr act fr om F rance.

“My fir st contr act w as
given to me bac k in 1999 to
playin Sy dney, Austr alia. |
came bac k in 2000 and in
early 2001 | went to the
Wales and g ot injur ed
durin g a game ther e,” he
said.

Mr Bai then r etur ned
home to F ijiw her e he came
to ta ke some time of f and
heal fr om the injur vy
sustained durin g the
matc hin W ales.

In the same y ear, he
welcomed a new bor n baby
son w hic h was his fir st son
and also r eceived a
contr act to pla y for the
Scotland team.

“l joined the Scotland
team, the New Zealand
Team and then J apan for
another tw o years. Then
finall y | received a
contr act to pla y for the
Cler mont ¢ lub in F rance
for tw o years. After
completin g two years |
renewed it f or another tw o
years. | am thankful f or
what | ha ve achieved all
thr ough those y ears and is
lookin g forw ard to my ne xt
visitin F iji.

This thr ee weeks | spent
here was a very valua ble
trip as | spent most of my
time with my famil y bac k
at home ,” he said.
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